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History Mystery: Were the “20 and odd Africans”
Slaves or Indentured Servants?

Today you are going to be a historian. By looking at two documents you
are going to join historians all over the world in determining whether the “20
and odd Africans” arrived at Jamestown as slaves or indentured servants.

Read the John Rolfe Letter. What in the letter would indicate whether the
“20 or odd Africans” arrived in Jamestown as slaves or indentured servants?

Circle One: Indentured Servant OR Slave
What is your evidence from the letter?

Examine the illustration of Jamestown Landing by Howard Pyle. What in
the 1llustration would indicate whether the “20 or odd Africans” arrived in
Jamestown as slaves or indentured servants?

Circle One: Indentured Servant OR Slave
What is your evidence from the illustration?

Now it is time for you to decide. Do you think that the “20 and odd
Africans arrived as slaves or indentured servants? You must give a reason,
using one or both of the above primary documents, to justify your answer.

I think that they were because:




